MINUTES OF THE PLANNING BOARD REGULAR MEETING OF PISCATAWAY TOWNSHIP HELD ON OCTOBER 16, 2019


The Regular Meeting of the Piscataway Planning Board was called to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Department of Public Works, 505 Sidney Road, Piscataway, New Jersey by Chairman Carlton.

Vice-Chairman Henry Kenney stated:  IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT, ADEQUATE NOTICE OF THIS MEETING WAS PROVIDED IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:


*Posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building


  and made available through the Township Clerk;


*Notice published in the Courier News;


*Notice sent to The Star Ledger;


*Notice made available through the Township Librarians.
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Wahler, Rev. Kenney, Dawn Corcoran-Gardella, Carol Saunders, Dennis Espinosa and Chairperson Smith
ABSENT:  Paul Carlton, Gabriele Cahill
Also present: Chris Nelson, Esq., Steven Gottlieb, CME, and Laura Buckley (Planning Board Recording Secretary).
It was determined that a quorum was present by roll call. 
4.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
5. SWEARING IN OF PROFESSIONALS:  Steven Gottlieb
6. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS TO MEMORIALIZE ACTION TAKEN AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2019:


(a)
19-PB-
17
Tyde Properties, LLC


19-PB-18
Preliminary & Final Site Plan; Minor Subdivision


19-PB-22V
Block 5901, Lot 3.03, Zone: LI-5




10 Constitution Avenue





Application was approved. 
MOTION was made by Ms. Saunders to adopt the resolution; seconded by Rev. Kenney.    
ROLL CALL: Mayor Wahler, Carol Saunders, Dawn Corcoran-Gardella, Dennis Espinosa, Rev. Kenney and Chairperson Smith voted yes on the motion.

7. ADOPTION OF MINUTES TO MEMORIALIZE ACTION TAKEN AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2019.
MOTION was made by Ms. Saunders to adopt the minutes of September 11, 2019; seconded by Rev. Kenney.    ROLL CALL: Mayor Wahler, Carol Saunders, Dawn Corcoran-Gardella, Dennis Espinosa, Rev. Kenney and Chairperson Smith voted yes on the motion.
Mr. Nelson states that #11 on the agenda, application 19-PB-25/26V, Levin Management, has been postponed until November 13, 2019, with no further notice required. #12 on the agenda, Cintas Corporation, 19-PB-23/24V, has been postponed until November 13, 2019; applicant must notice.
8.
19-PB-31
MCI Communications Services, Inc.


19-PB-32V
Preliminary & Final Site Plan; Bulk Variance




Block 6702, Lot 3.03; Zone: LI-5




201 Centennial Avenue




Applicant proposes to construct solar canopies.

VARIANCES REQUIRED:

21-501 Required – 100 foot front yard setback for an accessory structure

Proposed – 54 foot front yard setback for an accessory structure (solar canopy)

Proposed – 18 foot front yard setback for an accessory structure (electric vehicle spaces/west lot)

Required – 50 foot rear yard setback for an accessory structure

Proposed – 44 foot rear yard setback for an accessory structure (solar canopy)

Proposed – 15 foot rear yard setback for an accessory structure (electric vehicle spaces/east lot)
21-1014.4 Required – maximum height of a structure supporting solar panels is 10 feet

Proposed – canopies 21 feet in height

Action to be taken prior to November 27, 2019


      Attorney:  Steven Tripp

Steven Tripp, Attorney, is here to represent the applicant. Court stenographer present; transcripts are on file in the Community Development Office

MOTION was made by Ms. Corcoran to approve the application; seconded by Rev. Henry Kenney.    

ROLL CALL: Mayor Wahler, Dawn Corcoran-Gardella, Carol Saunders, Rev. Kenney, Dennis Espinosa and Chairperson Smith voted yes on the motion.

9.
COURTESY REVIEW: Board of Education.  To construct a new storage facility below the 

          bleachers with a new utility building below the press box area. 

Richard Scheick, EI Associates, is here on behalf of the applicant. Mr. Scheick states that this is the new layout of the CO2 which is going to be constructed for the new bleachers. The existing bleachers consist of three components, three different structures. This is going to be one structure for the visitors and the home team. Approximately there are 300+ seats existing, there will be another 300+ added to this number. The configuration of this is still being worked on slightly, like facing of the seats and such.

Mr. Scheick states that there will be some storage features built underneath the home side of the bleachers; this will replace two smaller structures and a small storage trailer that is underneath as well. That will be increased to about 2,000 square feet of storage which will include a utility closet which the electrical panels, meters, etc. will be covered; right now they are out in the open. With the bleachers, it is the intent to have all of the individual teams and maintenance have spaces underneath for sufficient storage; right now, they are using all different areas. The press box will be suspended over the current drive that will be accessing this particular storage building; it will be under 500 square feet. 
Mr. Scheick states that with this project, there are existing six (6) lights, three (3) on each side, approximately 80-85 feet tall. They will be replaced as well with this project to four (4) lights and will be LED. The last item that is really happening is the area near the plaza, main entrance, will be slightly
updated and reorganized. The intention is to get people to park in the large parking lot and walk in through there where a second ticket booth will be added. Mr. Bob Zoeller, Musco Lighting, states that they are going to now have four (4) poles instead of six (6). The poles will be slightly higher than what is there now, they will be 90 feet and that helps them reduce the number of poles and still get adequate proper lighting for safety and playability. From ground to top of pole is 90 feet. They will be increasing the light that is on the field to meet today’s high school standards; the lights have been there some time and in their day the standard of lighting. Mr. Zoeller states that they will be bringing the field into conformance with today’s standards to meet the 50 foot panels on the field which is illuminating 99% of the high schools in New Jersey which allows them to be able to safely play every sport including lacrosse.

Mr. Zoeller states that the beauty of the system is that these lighting fixtures are full cut-off fixtures which means the light spillage of the four poles with the higher light level on the field will be significantly less than what is currently there now. He shows a blanket grid of the lighting; they do not come near any property line with light spillage. He discusses the current technology in reference to a flood light. The new light has a three tier visor and blockage of the main glare source which is the bulb in the fixture. This technology was installed in 2016 in Johnson Park. The technology now is LED; he shows pictures of the fixtures to the Board. Currently, the existing six poles have 10 lighting fixtures at the top of the pole. Now, they will have eleven (11) fixtures at the top of four poles to illuminate the field. 

Mr. Zoeller states that they are also going to add lighting fixtures at seventy (70) feet; there are going to be two on the larger bleacher side and one on the smaller bleacher side which are going to supplement lighting in the bleachers for safety, for entry, etc. They will also be for emergency lighting because they are LED fixtures they can be by a transfer switch back to the emergency generator. Lastly, they have a couple of small fixtures on the poles; they project a small amount of light up above the field. 
Mayor Wahler asks if there are going to be dial up features. Mr. Zoeller states that they are going to be wireless just like the Township has on their fields. Mr. Scheick states that the project still has to go out to bid within the month and construction should begin in the spring. It is a full removal of the bleachers that are there with new foundations that will be going in as well. The bleachers will be coordinated with ramps and ADA seating which they do not have now. Mayor Wahler states that this project was suggested almost three years ago. The Board has no issue with the new project. 
10.      EXTENSION OF TIME: 30 & 50 SEELEY ROAD, LLC.  

Aravind Aithal, Attorney, is here to represent the applicant. Mr. Aithal states that this was a redevelopment project. It was a site plan and subdivision. The application is still in the County and they are asking for an extension of time. They are scheduled for the November meeting so they would need six (6) months to be safe. Someone from his office called and was told it is in with the County Engineer for review at this time. Ms. Corcoran states that they applicant still has to post their bonds with the Township so they will need the time for the County review. It will be six (6) months from where it expires which would be December. 
MOTION was made by Rev. Kenney to approve the extension of time (6 months); seconded by Mr. Espinosa. ROLL CALL: Mayor Wahler, Dawn Corcoran-Gardella, Carol Saunders, Rev. Kenney, Dennis Espinosa and Chairperson Smith voted yes on the motion.

13.
DISCUSSION: ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XX1 (21) ZONING; 
1014.3(a), SOLAR PANELS.

Dawn Corcoran states that this is just a modification of the ordinance that is currently in place. She states that currently as it reads, they allow panels to be 8 inches above the roof top, this would allow for 12 inches above. They have been hearing from the non-residential owners that for the system to be efficient, they need the additional height. The height would be for residential and non-residential applications.
MOTION was made by Carol Saunders to approve the ord. change; seconded by Rev. Kenney.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Wahler, Dawn Corcoran-Gardella, Carol Saunders, Rev. Kenney, Dennis Espinosa and Chairperson Smith voted yes on the motion.

 14. DISCUSSION: 2020 CALENDAR. The calendar will be adopted at the November 13th meeting.

15.
DULY AUDITED BILLS TO BE PAID

MOTION was made by Dennis Espinosa to pay the bills and seconded by Rev. Henry Kenney. ROLL CALL: Mayor Wahler, Councilwoman Cahill, Dawn Corcoran-Gardella, Carol Saunders, Rev. Kenney, Dennis Espinosa and Chairperson Smith voted yes on the motion.

16.
ADJOURNMENT:  MOTION made by Carol Saunders to adjourn; All in favor. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 P.M.
NEXT SITE PLAN/SUBDIVISION BOARD MEETING – OCTOBER 23, 2019 AT 2:30 P.M.

NEXT PLANNING BOARD REGULAR MEETING – NOVEMBER 13, 2019 AT 7:30 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted,

____________________________
Laura A. Buckley
Planning Board Clerk for Carol A. Saunders, Secretary
I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting

of October 16, 2019, same having been fully adopted by the Planning Board of Piscataway 
on November 13, 2019.

___________________________________

CAROL A. SAUNDERS, Secretary 
PISCATAWAY TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD    
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